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The moſt Reverend Father in God, 


J O HN, 


By Divine Providence, 


Lord Archbiſhop of Yor#, 


Primate of England, and Metropolitan. 


May it pleaſe Your Grace. 


IN Obedience to Your Command, I have printed, 
[ and with all dutiful Submiſſion, offer the follow- 
ing Sermon to Jour Grace's Acceptance and Pa- 

ronage. I could not think, , it became me to object 
and delay, when Your Grace was pleaſed to approve 
aud encourage the Publiſhing of it, leſt by ſo doing, 
might ſeem to contradict its chief Deſign, and give 
uſt Occaſion of Offence. I was the leſs concern d 
to expoſe it to public View, becauſe whatſoever De- 
es may be in it, are abundantly ſupply d by Your 
races Example, I might bere, take Occaſion, to 


2 repre- 
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repreſent the Piety, and Prudence, the Magnanimit) 
and Steddineſs, and Candour of Your whole Conduct. 
But I am very ſenſible, that Your Humility, which in 
a mighty Ornament to all Your other Virtues, will t, 
Permit, I ſhall therefore only beg leave to ſay, Gr 
that I retain a very grateful Senſe of the Favours |Þ 
have received from Your Grace; and deſire You would 
pleaſe to accept of this as a juſt ( though very poor) 


0 


Ackuowledgment of them. May Your Grace , lon 
continue to be, what Von now are, a Support and Or- 

nament to the Church and State: May Jon daily ted, 
fee the Succeſs, and reap the Bleſſings of all Your Pi- ¶ botl 
ous and Prudent Endeavours for the good of both, An 


AS 


I am, 
May it pleaſe Your Grace, 
Your Grace's | 
Moſt Obliged, and moſt binn 
Obedient Servant, | We 
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mit) 

duct. 
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not 


lay | Giving no Offence in any thing , that the 
irs Iþ MMiniſtry be not blamed. 


ould Þ 
"or ) UR Bleſſed Saviour having offered himſelf a 
Sacrifice for the Expiation of the Sins of 


05 Mankind, and having overcome Death by hi- 

* Reſurrection from the Grave, was conſtitu- 
laily ted, and declared, Univerſal Lord and King: Lord 
Pi- both of the Dead, and the Living: Things in Heaven, 


things in the Earth, and things under the Earth, i.e. All 
Creatures, Angels, Men, and Devils were put in Sub- 
jection under him, and obliged to own, and ſubmit to 
that Sovereign Authority, and Power, which was com- 
mitted to him. 

hefore his departure from this World, he began to 
exerciſe his Royal Power, and ſoon ordained, and 
conſtituted the Miniſters of his Kingdom. He ſent 
his Apoſtles, in like manner, as his Father had ſent 
him, and gave them a Commiſſion to preach the Go- 
ſpel, in his Name, to every Creature, to Few and Gen- 
tile, i. e. to all Mankind, and aſſured them, and their 
lawful Succeſſors, of his Protection and Aſſiſtance con- 
ö tinually, even to the End of the World. Matth. 28. 20. 
N 


But when He aſcended into Heaven, and fat down 
at the right hand of the Majeſty on high, he enter'd 
upon the more compleat Execution, and full Poſſeſſion 
of that high Authority, he had received from his Fa- 
ther : And in purſuance of thoſe great, and nr 
ends, 


* 
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ends, for which he had received it, He gave Gifts to 


Eph.4.11, Men, He gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and 
"2 13 ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers : He 


gave theſe Gifts, to the wiſeſt, and beſt Ends and Pur- 
poſes; For the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of 
be Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body 7 Chrift ; til 
we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Run 
ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfett man, unto the me. 
fare of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt ; And accord. 
ing to his own gracious Promiſe, he hath hitherto, in 
{pite of all Oppoſition, continued a Succeſſion of Bi. 
ſhops, Paſtors, and Teachers, to inſtruc, guide, and 
govern his People, and by their means, hath in.a mar. 


vellous manner propagated his Goſpel, confounded its , 


Oppoſers, and made the Kings and Princes of the Eart!, 
bow before him, and worſhip him : And tho' his King. 
dom be not yet enlarged to its utmoſt extent, yd 
what he hath already done, is an Earneft, and a Pledg: 
to us, that he will go on conquering, and to conquer, 
till he hath made all his Enemies his Footſtool, 

Now, whether we conſider the Author of the Mi- 
niſterial Office, or the End of its Inſtitution , or the 
tavourable Providence, which hath in all Ages attend- 
ed it, One would think, that not only the Office, but 
the Miniſters themſelves alſo, ſhould be out of the 
reach of reproach and contempt. 

But yet, ſo it is, the Office it ſelf is traduced by 
ſome, as a meer Politic Device and Engine to ſupport 


fraud and impoſture, and to over-awe the ignorant | right 


and unthinking Multitude, into tame, ſervile, and un- 


as the 


Mankind, in the moſt groſs and palpable manner, in 
order to ſerve their own intereſt, and gratify their am- 
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bition, by Lording it over mens Conſciences, and there- 
by making them become an caſ/ Prey to them. 

They who miniſter in Holy things, very well know 
the falſhood and malice of the Accuſation: They 
know Religion it ſelf is ſtruck at, and wounded through 
their ſides. They know, that the Enemies of Religi- 
on in general, and of the Chriſtian Religion in parti- 
cular, are ſenſible, they cannot undermine it, while 
its Miniſters are helò in eſteem and honour, and there- 
fore it is they rail, and rage ſo much againſt them. 

But as this is no unuſual or ſtrange thing, ſo who- 


| ſoever are employ'd in Holy Offices, ſhould not ( at 
leaſt upon their own Accounts) be greatly concern'd, 
and troubled at it. The greateſt innocence, the moſt 


ſublime Piety, fervent zeal, incomparable mecknels, 
humility, patience, contempt of the World, and un- 


wearied diligence to promote the Glory of God, and 
the happineſs of Mankind, are no abſolute defence and 
| ſecurity, againſt the arrows, and venom, of a pro- 
| phane, ſerpentine, malicious Tongue. Our Bleſſed 
Lord, and his holy Apoſtles, did not eſcape the moſt 
* unworthy, and bitter reflections and cenſures. The 
» Diſciple, therefore, muſt not expect to be above his 
$ Maſter , nor the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, may not 
take it ill, and murmur, if they ſometimes fare, as the 
* Apoſtles did; But muſt rather do as they did, commit 
their cauſe to God, and poſſeſs their Souls in Patience, 
till in his own appointed time, He bring forth their 
» righteouſneſs as the Light, and their judgment as the 
Voor day. Or however it ſhould happen as to their own 
particular caſe, yet herein is their Comfort, that mau- 
= gre all the art, and power of Earth and Hell, there 
7 thall never want a Succeſiion of lawful Paſtors and 


Teachers, and tho' the honour of the Prieſthood may 
B 2 in 
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Theil. 
ths 13. 


in ſome Places, and upon ſome Occaſions ( as a great 
Divine of our own ſpeaks ) be overclouded for a time, 
yet it ſhall never totally be Eclipſed, nor ſwallowed 
up in a perpetual night. Whereever Chriſtianity ſhall 
flouriſh, and flouriſh it ſhall, notwithſtanding all En- 
mity and Oppoſition, Wiſe and Good men ( and they 
are chiefly to be regarded) will know them that la- 
bour among them, and are over them in the Lord, and 
admonith them, and will eſteemhem very highly in 
love, for their works ſake. 

But however this may happen, The Miniſters of 
Chriſt, the Guides and Governors of his Church, will 
20 on to do, what they already do: They will imitate, 
to far, as they are able, the great God, whom they 
terve, by extracting Good. out of Evil, and making 
even the defamation of their Enemies, redound the 
more to their praiſe and glory. They learn Wiſdom 
of their Adverſaries, ſince they muſt expect blame, 
they walk with the greater care and circumſpection: 
They, after the example of our Apoſtle, ſtrive ſo much 
the more earneſtly to give no Offence in any thing, that 
the Miniſtry be not blamed. In which words you may 
pleaſe to obſerve theſe three things. 


I. The Duty , which the Apoſtle recommends to 


us, from his own Example, which is due care to give [ 


110 Offence. 


II. The Univerſality, or Extent, of the Duty. Give 


no offence in any thing, 


III. The Reaſon of both, that the Miniſtry be ns: Þ 
Hamed. Now tho' I do not preciſely follow this Me- 
| thod, or Diviſion of the words, yet J hope, I ſhall Þ 
come up to their principal Deſign, it I can anſwer Þ 


theſe three enquiries. 
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1. What it is to give Offence 2 

2. Why we muſt give no Offence in any thing? 

3. How, or by what means, the Miniſters of Chriſt 
may ſo manage themſelves, as to give no juſt Occa- 
ſion of Offence, and thereby ſupport the Honour 
of the Miniſtry, at leaſt ſecure it from. any great 
reproach and contempt ? I am 

x. To ſhew, what it is to give Offence. Now (at 
leaſt ſo far as I know ) there are but two Notions in 
the Holy Scripture, of giving Offence ,. and Scandali- 
zing another. The One is, the unneceſſary and cauſe- 
leſs, grieving, moleſting, or troubling of hum. The O- 
ther is, the leading, or tempting of him, to any Sin, or 
Error in faith or practice. I ſay 

1. There are ſome who tell us, that one Notion of 
Scandal; or giving Offence, is a needleſs grieving; 
troubling, or vexing another Man, either by Doing, or 
Forbearing any thing, which we were under no Obliga- 
tion, either to do, or forbear, at leaſt in that juncture, 
and at that particular Seaſon, when we either did, or 
forbore to do it. Now whether this be the ſtrict and 
proper Notion of giving Offence, or Scandal, is not , 
at preſent, very material, to diſpute. For whether it 
be, or no, I believe it is certain; that where J am at 
perfect Liberty, being under the Obligation of no Law, 
Divine or Human; to Do, or Forbear any thing, the 
Doing, or Forbearing of which, creates grief and trou- 
ble to another, and makes his Lite lets eaſie and com- 
fortable, than otherwiſe it would be, I fay, in ſuch. 
caſe, it is very certain, I may abridge my ſelf of my 
Liberty, nay, it is fit, requiſite, and neceſſary that I 
ſhould deny my ſelf. I muſt uſe my Liberty with Pru- 
dence, and Charity. The Law of Humanity, and 
Courteſie, muſt take place, It is not only 3 
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but it is ſelfiſh, unkind, inhuman, and argues much 
narrowneſs and ſourneſs of Spirit, to create grief, ſor— 
row, and trouble to.another, when T may as well, with- 
out any real, or apparent Detriment, to my ſelt, or o- 
thers, for whom I am concern'd, forbcar the Occaſion 
of it. If, indeed, I am under the reſtraint of any D- 
vine Precept, or any juſt Command of my Lawful Su— 
periour, this, as I may ſhew afterwards, alters the Caſe : 
Here I muſt do my Duty, and if Offence come upon 
my ſo doing, it is an Oftence taken, and not given, and 
He who takes it muſt anſwer for it. And it may be 
very fit for him, to examine himſelf, and ſee, whether 
ignorance, or frowardneſs, or ſelt-conceit, or a deſire 
to preſcribe to me, do not influence him too much. Bur, 
as Iſaid, where T am at perlect Liberty, here it be- 
comes me, todeny my ſelf, rather than grieve aud trou- 
ble my Brother. Here the Rule is, we that are ſtrong 
ought to bear the Infirmitics of the weak, and not pleaſc 
our ſelves. Here we ſhould be flexible, yielding, and 
complaiſant, and imitate the Apoſtle, who became all 
things to all men, and pleaſed all men in all things, z.e. in 
alllawtul things, not. ſeeking his own profit, but the profit 
of many, that they might be ſaved. But then, 
2. There are Others who tell us (and they ſay it is 
the only true Notion of it) that the Giving Offence or 
Scandal, isthe Doing, or Forbearing any thing, which 
is a real temptation or inducement to Error, or Wicked- 
neſs, Whatſoever directly, and in its own Nature, or 
in general Opinion, tends to lead a Man into any Sin, 
that is to ſay, either to do any thing which God hath 
forbidden, or to omit-any thing which he hath com- 
manded, this is an Offence, and is uſually expreſſed in 


' '+ Holy Scripture, by laying a ſnare, a trap, a ſtumbling 


r Joh. 2. block in any ones way, whereby he is deceived, and 
bruifes, 


verſation. 
to the Jews he was a Scandal, or an Offence, i. e. the ac- 
curſed and ſhameful death which he ſuffered, was a 23 
' temptation to them, to reject him, and hindered them 

from confeſſing him to be the Chriſt, the Saviour of the 
World. Yet once more, Upon our Lord's Myſterious 

* Diſcourſe, concerning Eating his Fleth, and Drinkin 
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bruiſes, and hurts himſelf, Any thing a Man does, 
which tends to ditcourage Men from receiving the 
Faith of Chriſt, or adhering to it, or walking worthy 
of it; is an Offence. For example, to repreſent the 
great Myſteries of the Goſpel, as unreaſonable and ab- 
ſurd, the Precepts of it, as over-rigorous and ſevere, or 
to encrvate the force of its Promiſes and Threatnings, 
or to deride, moleſt, and Perſecute Men for the fincere 
Belief, and Practice of it, is a great and grievous Of- 
fence, and Wo be to them, by whom ſuch Offences come. 
Now that this is the true, and moſt common, it not 7. 


the only Notion of giving Offence, is very fairly in- 
 ferr'd from many Patlages of the New Teſlament. But 


I muſt not be tedious, and therefore ſhall mention but 
a Few. Says our bleſſed Lord, Bleſſed is he whoſoever 
ſhall not be offended in me, i. e. Who ſhall not be tempted, 5: 


through the meanneſs of the Circumſtances in which I 


appear, or the troubles and afflictions, which will be- 


fall me, to reject my Perſon, and Doctrine, or to fall 
from the Belict and Profeſſion of it. 
thoſe, who received the Seed, in ſtony ground, that 
when tribulation, or perſecution did ariſe, they were Ly and 
I Offended, i. e. Were prelently diſcouraged from che- 
riſhing the good Seed of the word, in their hearts, and 


So it is ſaid ot 


bringing forth the fruits of it, in their Lives and Con- 
So again it is ſaid of Chriſt crucitied, that 


Matth. 18. 


Matth. 1. 


Matth. 13 


1 Cor. . 


Joh. 6.60, 


his Blood, many of his followers were offended, 1. e. )) 
thinking with themſelves (tho' very ignorantly and un- 
realona- 
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x Pet. 2. 
25. 


reaſonably) that what hie ſaid was againſt the Rules of 


Humanity, took Offence, and preſently forſook him, 
and in ſo doing forſook him, who had the Words of E. 
ternal Life. This is a ſhort account of the firſt Enqui- 
ry, Viz. what it is to give Offence : And the Sum of all 
is this, That giving Offence conſiſts either in the ob 
ſtructing the Peace, quiet, and tranquility of our Neigli. 
bour, by any needleſs, imprudent Ute of our Liberty : 
Or elſe leading him into Sin or Error, by any finiſter, 
dubious and unlawtul PraQtices. And great Reaſon 
there is why we ſhould be cautious, how we give any 
ſuch Offence : Which is the next thing I propoſed, 
Viz, 

2. To ſhew why, or upon what accounts, we mull 
take heed that we give no Offence, in any thing. Now 
the Reaſons obliging, and inducing, to the greateſt care, 
and circumſpection in this Matter, are very Weighty 
and Various. I can only touch upon a few. 

1. The Honour of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 


Dignity of the Calling to which he hath called his Mi- 
niſters, are a forcible Reaſon, and great Motive, to ex- 
cite the Utmoſt Care and Caution, to prevent and re- 


move all juſt Occaſion of Offence. They who arc 
Conſecrated and Ordained to Holy Offices, ſtand in: 
near Relation to Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd, and gi. 
ſhop of our Souls. They are his Servants, 2. e. peculiar: 


ly and eminently ſo. They are his Agents, by whom 


he carries on the great Affairs of his Church. They arc 


the Miniſters of his Spiritual Kingdom. His Ambaſl:- Þ 


dors to Men, intruſted with the Word, or Doctrine, of 


reconciliation, beſeeching them, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be 


reconciled to God: than which a more high, honour: Þ 
ble, and beneficial truſt, cannot be committed to Men. 
They are the Builders of his Houſe, the Stewards oi 


hs 


William Lord Biſhop of Cheſter. 


9 


— 


his Family, appointed to give every one their Meat, in 
due Seaſon. They are the Angels of his Church, and 
Stars in his right hand. In fine, They are Co-workers 
together with him, continually watching for the Salva- 
tion of thoſe, for whom Chriſt died Thereby purſu- 
ing the ſame great Work, for which he came from Hea 

ven, and began upon Earth, and till carries on, by the 
labours of his Servants, and the powerful Miniſtration 
of his Spirit, who accompanies their faithful Diligence 
and Endeavours. How great and glorious a Maſter do 
they ſerve ! How ſacred and honourable is their Office 
What care is requiſite to fulfill it! How inexcuſable is 
it, to walk unworthy, either of it, or their great Ma- 
ſter, who hath called them to it! Tis no unuſual thing 
to judge of Men, from the Quality ot the Perſons they 
employ in their Service : Now ſhould the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, (which God forbid) miſtake, ſlip, and fall, and 
give great, and juſt Occaſion of Offence , might not 


this ſeem to reflect ſome kind of diſhonour upon him, 
by tempting the ignorant and prophane, toimpeach his 


Wiſdom, in calling ſuch, to ſo weighty a charge, as he 


knew they were either unable, or unwilling, to tul- 


fill? 
Beſides, Eminence of Station attracts the Eyes of 


Beholders. The Miniſters of Chriſt, are Stars, che 
light of the World, a City ſet upon a hill, which cannot 
Je hid. They are expoſed to publie View, their Per- 
ſons, and Conduct cannot be conceal'd, what they ſay, 


and do, will be obſerved and known in the World. Now 


the more Eyes are upon us, eſpecially if the quick and 


| piercing Eye of malice, the Eyes of thoſe who watch 
| for, and would rejoice in our falling, be upon us, the 
more care and caution is requiſite, to give no Occaſion to 
| the Adverſary to ſpeak reproachfully, but to cut off Occaſi- 


on, 
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on, from them who defire Occaſion, to ſee us otend, and 
thereby to blame the Miniſtry. 
2. The end and deſign of the Miniſtry, obliges to 


take heed of giving any juſt occaſion of Offence in any 


thing, whereby any blame, or reproach may be call upon it. 


But what, Ibeſeech you, is the great end of the Work of 


the Miniſtry ? Ts it not to reclaim men from Tgnorance 
and Error, and Sin and Wickedneſs, and to lead them 
into the way of truth, peace, and holineſs, and life e- 
verlaſting 2 Now ſhould any, who miniſter in holy 
things, tor want of due care or diligence lead into er- 
ror, or offer any great temptation to ſin and wickedneſs, 
or by an indiſcreet uſe of their Liberty, needleſly mo- 
leſt, grieve, or trouble other men, I doubt very much, 
whether the ſacredneſs, and dignity of their Office, 
would ſcreen or exempt them, from that quick and 
ſevere expoſtulation we have, Rom. 1. 21. 7hou who 
teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf 2 and thus thro 
their fault, the Miniſtry will be blaſphemed in the 
World. 

3. The many and great diflicultics which attend the 
work of the Miniſlry, call for great care and watch. 
fulneſs, that they who miniſter in holy things, be in- 
oftenſive, and blameleſs, in their whole behaviour and 
conduct. Some ancient Writers have repreſented its 
difficulties fo great, as it is next to impoſſible to over- 


come them. But tho' allowance mult here be made, 


it is a very laborious, and difficult work. 


for flights of Rhetoric ; yet it muſt be conteſs'd , that 
Tis the bu- 
ſineſs of thoſe who are conſecrated and ordained to ho- 


ty Offices, to know, to declare, and defend the truth, 


and to diſcover, and confute Error. It is their work, te 
remove and cure the prejudices, and reprove and re- 


form, the Vices of the Age, in which they live. I. 


lies 
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lies upon them, to encounter irreligion and proſaneneſs on 
the one hand, and to detect formality and hy pocriſie on 
the other. They muſt condeſcend and ſuit themſelves 
to the mean capacity and dulneſs of ſome, and oppoſe 
themſelves with reſolution and courage, to the perverſe 
obſtinacy and malice of others : muſt inſtruct with 
meekneſs of wiſdom, rebuke with authority, ſuffer no 
man to deſpiſe them, cenſure the incorrigible, yet with 
2 mixture of pity and tender compaſſion, comtort the 


afflicted, bind up the broken-hearted, feek thoſe that 


are loſt, reduce thoſe that go aſtray, prevent, and heal 
diviſions, bear with the weak , encourage the ſtrong, 
go through evil report and good, neither fearing nor 
flattering any, but in all things approving themſelves 
the Miniſters of God. How great a work 1s here ! it 
would almoſt diſcourage from the undertaking of it: 
And that which ſtill adds to its weight is, That the Mt- 
niſters of Chriſt are ſubject to the ſame infirmities, that 
other men are: nay, they are expoſed to ſome tempta- 
tions, from which others are exempted. For they are, 
in the very nature and deſign of their Function, to deal 
with all Orders and Degrees of men. High and low, 
rich and poor, wiſe and unwiſe, good and bad, are the 
object of their care. The various paſſions, appetites, 
aflections, converſation, and actions of men come un- 
der their inſpection and guidance. And who is ſuffici- 
ent for all theſe things! Who, in that vaſt variety of 
caſes, which muſt neceſſarily ariſe, can ſo order him- 
ſelt, as togive no Offence, in any thing | It is true, it is a 
hard. work, the difficulties attending it, are not to be 
foreſeen, and ſcarce to be numbred. But Difficulties 
muſt not diſmay and deject; they ſhould rather excite 
care, and quicken induſtry, and invigorate reſolution. 


If the Work be ſuch, as it is difficult not to offend in 
We 3 the 
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the doing of it, and yet is ſuch a work, as muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be done, this is a good reaſon, to procecd 
in all caſes, with ſo much the greater care, that ſo we 
may give no juſt occaſion of Offence in any thing, that th: 
Miniſtry be not blamed : And it ſhould alſo, be of great 
force with the People, to check that propenſity, and 
forwardneſs they are guilty of, in taking Offence, and 
cenſuring the conduct of their Spiritual Guides and Go. 
vernours. For J am perſwaded, had they either skill, or 
temper enough to conſider, examine, and weigh every 
thing in an equal Balance, ( eſpecially if they would 
but reflect, that they themſelves, are too too often tlic 
the Cauſes of thoſe difficultics, which make it ſo very 
hardnot to offend) they would find that inſtead of oblo- 
quy and contempt, they deſerv'd love and honour, 
But, 

4. Laſtly, The ſucceſs of the work of the Miniſtri 
depends very much upon walking inoffenfively, ſo as to 
give no Occaſion, to the Adverſary, to blaſpheme. 
Should the Servants of the Lord, by any weakneſs, or 
miſtake, or indiſcreet, and ill conduct, raiſe any great 
prejudices in the minds of the People committed to 
their care, it will very much obſtruct the good effects of 
their Doctrine, and all other endeavours for the good of 
their Souls. Men will not abſtract from the Calling 
and the Perſon ; They will not diſtinguiſh between tlic 
Man, and his Office: Or it ſome few, have their Sen- 
ſes ſo well exercis d, as to diſcern between them, yet 
the Doctrine is ſcarce received with that reliſh and plca- 


ſure, nor the endeavour to do good, ſo acceptable, be- 


cauſe oſſer'd by a diſagrecable hand. Now it it be to, 
that giving any ſuch Occaſion of Offence to .men, be 
the ready way to render our Perſons contemptible, and 
to hinder the deſired effects of all our care and labour, 

this 
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this is a very forcible Reaſon why we ſhould follow the 
Apoſtle's example, viz. ſo to perſwade, as at the ſame 
time to give no Offence in any thing ; that the Miniſtry be 
not blamed, I procecd to the laſt Head, which is 

3. To enquire how, or by what means, the Mini- 
ters of Chriſt, the Guides and Governors of the 
Church, may {o manage themſelves, as to give no juſt 
Occaſion of Oftence in any thing, and thereby ſup- 
port the Honour and Authority of their Office, at leaſt 
ſecure their Miniſiry from reproach and contempt. 
This I am ſenſible is a large Subject, and J muſt not 
be tedious, and ſhall therefore point at ſome few 
things, rather- than diſcourſe upon them. But yet be- 
fore I can well do this, it may be fit, that I lay down 
2 Caution, and it is this. Vi. 

That, they who miniſter in Holy things, are under 
no Obligation, to onut any neceſſary Duty, but ra- 
ther the contrary , for fear of giving Offence to any, 
who are otherwiſe minded : For in ſuch caſe they 
would really do the very thing, which they would 
avoid : They in truth would give very juſt Occaſion 
of Offence, by violating their Duty, which they were 
bound to perform, notwithſtanding others would take 
Offence at it. For example : 

We teach that in the Unity of the Godhead there 
are Three Perſons, of one Subſlance, Power, and E- 
ternity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; and 
that the everlaſting Word, the cternal Son of God, who 
is Conſubſtantial with his Father, in the fulneſs of time, 
was made fleſh, and offered himſelf a full, perſect, and 
{ufficient Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisſaction, for the 
Sins of the whole World. Now ſome pretend to take 
offence at this, and blame the Miniſters of Religion, 
tor obtruding Contradictions and Nonſenſe , upon the 
People, 
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People, as the great Myltertes ot the Faith. But if 
this be an Offence, they cannot help it, it is an Of. 
fence taken, and not given. They know theſe Do- 
ctrines are agreeable to Scripture, They know they 
are neceſlary and fundamental Articles of our Religion, 
and muſt earneſtly contend tor them, how much ſoc- 
ver they diſpleaſe thoſe who are contrary-minded , let 
otherwiſe they ſhould be found in the number of thoſe, 
who deny both the Father and the Son. 

There are others, of the ſame temper with thoſe the 
Prophet Jaiah ſpeaks of, who ſay to the Seers ſee not, 
and to the Prophets, propheſy not unto us right things, 
ſpeak unto us on things, propheſy dectits. My Mean- 
ing is, there are ſome who are very deſirous to be 
taught a way, how to reconcile the enjoyment of their 
luſts, and the hopes of Heaven together, and repreſent 
our ſhewing the neceſſity of good Works in order to 
pardon, and peace with God, and eternal life, as re- 
turning to Mount Sina, or the Legal Diſpenſation, 
and a kind of diſclaiming the great grace and liberty, 
to which the Goſpel calls us. Now ſhould they who 
miniſter in Holy things, to ule the words of another 
Prophet, thus ſmooth their tongues, they would be guil- 
ty of the moſt pernicious and fatal Offence , and-lead 
men headlong into the pit of Deſtruction, No, we 
have not thus learned Chriſt : We dare not «ſe our Liber- 
ty for an Occaſion to the fleſh, we cannot turn the grace 
of God into laſciviouſneſs, thereby practically denying the 
only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 

So again, if we teach and maintain that the Civil 
Power is not the Creature of the People, but the Ord:- 
nance of God, and put then in mind to be ſaljeci to Princi- 
palities and Powers, and to take heed of Reſiſting them, 
not only for wrath, but Conſcience ſake, and affirm _ 
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f the Apoſtle, that ey who reſiſt, ſhall receive to them- 
I ſelves Damnation: Some are mightily diſpleas d, and 
: charge the Miniſters of Religion as pragmatical, and 
Buſy-bodies , and meddlers with what does not belong 
to them, and as carrying on a deſign, to oppreſs and 
enſlave Mankind: -Nay, do they but magnify their 
} own Office, aſſert the Sacredneſs and Dignity of it, 
and hew u hat Reverence and Submiſſion is due to it, 
they can't eſcape: Men preſently are offended, and 
cry out, as thoſe of old, 7e take too much upon you, Ye Numb. 
Sons of Levi, all the Lord's people are holy. Now if 16.3. 
men be offended at this, I know no help, unleſs they 
themſelves would pleaſe to rectify their own Opinions; 

for ſo long as theſe things are taught, and enjoined in 

the Scripture, they mult not be overlook'd or neglect- 

ed. Upon all fit and proper Seaſons and Occations, 

theſe Truths muſt be taught, confirmed, and inculca- 

ted upon the Conſciences of the People. 

Yet once more. Do they, who miniſter in things per- 
taining to Cod, repreſent the ſinfulneſs and danger of 
Diviſions, and Schiſm in the Church? Do they ſhew 
the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of holding Commu- 
nion with the Eſtabliſhed Church, ſo far as men are ſa- 
tisficd they lawfully may do it? Why, this alſo ofends, 
and is repreſented ( tho' very unjuſtly ) as a Mark of 
a rigid and perſecuting Spirit. But what then? ſo long 
as Diviſion, and needleſs 5eparation, ſtand fo branded, d 
as they do in Holy Scripture, Silence mult not be kept, Rom. 
Men muſt be called vpon, to mark and avoid thoſe who 16. 17. 
are the Cauſes of them. Fit it may be, to pleaſe all 
men, in all lawſul things, for their Good and Edifica- 
tion. But ſure I am, that no man may torſake the 
Principles of our holy Religion, or negle& Sabjection 
to Authority, or the practice of Chriſtian Union and 

Commu- 
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, Communion, for tear of offending any Heterodox, li- 


| centious, factious, dividing Party or Parties of Men. i 
; Having faid thus much to prevent any Miſtake, I now , 
a proceed to the mention of ſome particular, ſpecial in- « 
{tances of duty by the practice whereof, all who are * 
ö called to any holy Office, may aveid giving Offence, 
and ſupport the honour of the Miniſtry, at leaſt ſecure w 
it from very unjuſt cenſurc,, ** --proach, c 
Here now I might proceed to an induction of ſeve- c 
ral particulars, which either in their own nature, or in 1 
common eſtimation, are juſt grounds and Occalions ot 
Offence, and for that reaſon are carefully to be avoid- 2 
Cor. 2. ed. Such as, dealing the word of God deceitfully, mix- 4 
. ing Errors with Truth, uſing ſubtle artifices to recom- a. 
Tim. 3. mend them, craſty interpretations to miniſter to pride, 1 
pet , avarice, and ambition, or to ſerve any ſecular intereſt, f 
2,3. unſeemly affectation of ſuperiority and power, remiſ- 5 
Fim. 5. neſs or rigor in the exerciſe of it, doing things by par. Q 
2 Tim, 2. fiality, mutual animoſitics, fierce oppoſition and jang- wa 
24. ling among our ſelves, want of gravity, ſertouſnels, | 
and attention, in the performance ot holy Offices, mo- 5 
roſeneſs, fickleneſs, irreſolution or feebleneſs of mind, a 
cover'd with a pretence of caution and warineſs; W 
Theſe, I ſay, and many other things of the like na- tl 
ture, deſerve conſideration, but I muſt not inſiſt upon 
them, Partly, becauſe I believe (all invidious compa- - 
riſons ſet aſide) there is no Church in the World, R 
which is bleſs'd with a Clergy, who, as to its main 7 
Body, are more careful to avoid theſe, and ſuch like f 
| faults, and infirmities, than that of the Eſtabliſh'd K 
ö Church: Partly, becauſe the Apoſtle, in the following G 
| parts of the Chapter, hath directed to more particu- | 
| lars, in the practice of which, he endeavourcd to re- Q 
move all Occaſion of Ottence, than the time will per- In 
mit 
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mit me to ſpeak to : Some of which, may be peculiar 
to the Apoſtolic Age, ſome neceſſary in all Ages, and 
with your patience, I would lay a few of thei before 
you, rather pointing at, than diſcourſing upon them. 

r. The firſt thing the Apoſtle recommends, is pati. 
ence, reſolution, and magnanimity , ſuitable to all e 
vents, which in the courſe of their Miniſtry might be- 
fal them. This the Apoſtle mentions in the Verſes 
tollowing the Text. Says he, Giving no Offence in any 
thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed ; But in all things 
approving our ſelves as the Miniſters of God, in much pa- 
tience, in affliftions, in neceſſities, in dliſtreſſes, in ſtripes, 
in impriſonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in 
faſtings. Tt was the hard Lot of the Apoſtles, and the 
immediate Diſciples of our Bleſſed Lord, to be eſteem- 
ed the refuſe and off-ſcouring of all things, to meet 
with the moſt unworthy and barbarous Uſage, from a 
{ſtubborn and faithleſs Generation, and at laſt to ref, 
even unto Blood, ſtriving againſt Sin. But through the 
great Mercy, and — Providence of God, and the 
Pious care of our Governors, the Biſhops and Paſtors 
of the Church, have for a long time been exempt from 
theſe Difficulties and Tryals ; Nevertheleſs it concerns 
them ( and all Chriſtians) in the diſpoſition and pre- 
paration of their Mind, to quit their deareſt intereſts, 
and part with their Lives, rather than- renounce their 
Religion, and fin againſt God. And where this diſpo- 
ſition and temper ot Soul is viſible, it will procure re- 
ſpect and honour. Such reſolution and conſlancy, is 
a clear and full proof of ſincerity, and the ſincerity of 
ſuch Perſons being unqueſtionable , it is a mighty ad- 
vantage to the Reputation and Succeſs of their Mini- 
ſtry. But tho', as I ſaid, the Miniſters of Chriſt are 


excuſed from extreme Hardſhips and Tryals, yet there 
D are 
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are other Tryals which they are, and may be, expoſed 
to, which will ſufitciently exerciſe their patience, mag- 
nanimity, and firm reſolution. It is no eaſy thing to 
contend with the Obloquy and Contradiction of unrea- 
ſonable Men, and ſuch are almoſt every where to be 
met with. To overlook the ignorant Cenſures of ſome, 
and contemn the malicious Slanders of others, to over- 
come evil with good, to pity and pray for thoſe who 
deſpitefully uſe them, is a great tryal. But then to do 
thus, 1s a ſure ſign of a great and generous Soul, and 


an excellent mean to gain reſpect and reverence, and 


to win upon the fierceneſs of thoſe, who hate them. 
But this is not all, Even that which may ſeem to be 
(and which really is) a great advantage to the Clergy, 
the due Honour I mean, which is ſometimes conferred 
upon them, requires a firmneſs of Mind to prevent its 
becoming, a Snare, and a Temptation, and an Occaſi- 
on of Offence. For the Apoſtle ſays, they muſt know 
how to bear honour, as well as diſhonour, and good re- 


port as well as evil $/+ And it may be a queſtion, 


whether it be not as difficult to bear proſperous as ad- 
verſe Events. How hard a thing is it to receive honour, 
and to uſe it aright, without diſcovering any mixture 
of oftentation and vanity, without ſhewing partiality, 
remiſineſs, or rigor, without any neglect, or contempt 


of inferiors , or any ſeeming affectation of exerciſing 


Authority over them ! The Temptation is ſtrong, and 
inſinuating, and requires much prudence, and great 
firmneſs ot Mind, to diſcover, reſiſt, and overcome it. 
But he that can effectually do it, will in this point re- 
move much Occaſion of Offence, and ſupport the Ho- 
nour and Veneration, which is juſtly due to his Mini- 


ſtry. To proceed, 
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2. A Second thing which the Apolle mentions, 
v. 6. is Purencſs. By which ſome o! great Learning 


to and Judgment, underſtand the particular Virtue or 
2. Grace of Chaſtity. A Virtue no leſs amiable, than 
be neceſſary, and its contrary Vice, every where odious, 
6 and deteſtable. But blefled be God, in our own, and 


all the Reformed Churches, there can be no great dan- 
ger of offending in this matter; the forc'd Cœlibacy 
of the Clergy, being taken off, which heretofore pro- 
duc'd innumerable Scandals, and ſtill, where it is im- 


id poſed, as in the Church of Rome, gives juſt occaſion 
. of Offence, by the multitude of Impurities, conſe- 
i quent upon it. But tho' this Senſe of the Word, muſt 
„ by no means be excluded, yet, J rather think, the A- 
4 poſtle uſed it in a greater latitude, ſo as to comprehend 
09 innocence and holineſs, or a conformity of Heart and 
3 Lite, to the will of God, walking in all his command- 
* ments blameleſs. An even, regular, conſtant tenor 
1 and courſe of Goodneſs, will prevent blame, and com- 
, mand Veneration and Honour; but if this be wanting, 
| nothing elſe will do it. For (to uſe the words of an 
" excellent Perſon ) Power may be dreaded, Riches may 
* be courted, Wit and Knowledge may be admired, but 
5 only Goodneſs is truly eſteemed and honoured. I need 
t not ſay much upon this Head, it being confeſs d, and 
9 own'd on all hands, that purity, and holineſs, and uni- 
1 verſal goodneſs, are the belt and ſureſt expedient to 
t prevent blame, and to procure reſpect and eſteem 
among Men. I rather rejoice, and glory in this, that 


ſo many bright Examples, of an unaffected, ſteddy, 
uniform, difluſive Piety and Goodneſs, are even in this 
degenerate Age, to be found among us, in whom thoſe 
words of God, are in ſome good degree verified, Then 
that honour me, I will honour. 1 Sam. 2. 31. 
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3. A third thing the Apoſtle mentions is Knowledge. 
A thing pleaſant to the Mind, as Light is to the Eye, 
carneſily deſired, and highly eſteemed among men, and 
its contrary defect, as deſpicable and vile, We are far 
from taking away the Key of Knowledge from the Peo- 
ple; to alikde to the words of Moſes, we could wifh 
that all the Lord's people were Prophets, and that the 
Lord would put his Spirit upon them, But then we can- 
not bur wiſh, at leaſt, a double portion of it, upon his 
Miniſters, that all who attend upon holy Offices, might 
in this reſpect, be as much ſuperior to others, as their 
itation is above them, in the Church. But what Know- 
ledge is it which the Apoſtle recommends 2 Ts it skill in 


Languages, Hiſtory, Philoſophy, and other Arts and 


Sciences? J cannot ſay that this was the Apoſtle's mean- 
ing. But yet, with Submiſſion, neither do I think they 
mult be wholly excluded, becauſe they are of excellent 
Uſe, and very neceſſary, to attain to that which cer- 
tainly was his meaning. The Apoſtle means Know- 
ledge in matters of Religion, the Nature and Attri- 
butes of God, his Will, his Word, his Providence, his 
Works, or in other words, a clear, diſtinct, and com- 
prehenſive view of the whole Goſpel Revelation in all 
things neceſlary to Salvation; together with a dex- 
trous , prudent , perſuaſive , powerful way, of in- 


_ ftructing others in the ſame Truths, and entor- 


eing them upon their Hearts and Conſciences : 
To attain to theſe is our peculiar ſtudy, and moſt pro- 
per buſineſs, and any conſpicuous defect herein, will 
be attended with blame, and reflect upon the Mini- 
ilry. But whoſoever hath attained hereto, is approved 
of God, a Workman that needeth not be aſhamed, being 
able rightly to divide the word of truth. How caſy arc 
men's Conſciences , when they know they are under 
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the conduct of ſuch Guides. How cheartully do they 
go on, in their way, when they are ſenſible their 
Guides are able, and willing, and deſire nothing, ſo 
much as to lead them in right paths ! And O how hap- 
py are the People of this Kingdom whom God hath 
bleſſed with abundance of ſuch Guides ! (and may 
their number increaſe every day more and more. ) 
Happy indeed, if they did but know their own Happi- 
neſs, and would uſe the opportunities and advantages, 
which are put into their hands, T mean , by more fre- 
quent application of themſelves to them, for reſoluti- 
on of their doubts, {or advice and direction in mat- 
ters of difliculty, lor comfort in their diſtreſs, and 
for encouragement 1n all things, pertaining to Life and 
Godlineſs, Who more likely to be faithful and true, 
than ſuch as keep the Key of Knowledge, and ſo watch 
for men's ſouls, as thoſe who muſt give an account, to God 
for them? But, 

4. The Apoſtle further directs to Long: ſuffering, 
and Kindneſs. I join both together, becauſe they 
have a mutual relation to, and dependance upon each 
other. Now by theſe J underſtand Bearing with the 


| weakneſs and infirmities of Men, pitying their failings, 


waiting for their amendment, over-looking their inju- 
ries, treating them with decency and reſpect, perform- 
ing real acts of civility and kind offices, doing them in 
an obliging way, and with a willing mind, and in a 
graceful and becoming manner. And who ſees not 
how neceſſary theſe things are, to recommend our Per- 
ſons, and our beſt endeavours for the good of Souls > 
Theſe are things acceptable to God, and approv'd of 
men, and do not only prevent blame, and Offence, 
but conciliate love and honour to the Miniſtry. Such 
lacility, gentleneſs, and goodneſs, give freedom of ac- 
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deavours. 
ence only, whilſt I mention one Particular more, 
namely, 

5. Love unſeigned. Now ſhould I ſay, that by 
this we are to underſtand that ſincere, fervent affection 
wherewith the Minifters of Chriſt ſhould mutually 
embrace each other, I might perhaps, not come up tc 
the Apoſtle's full deſign , but I think ſhould not be 
much beſide my preſent purpoſe , which is to remove 
all Blame from the Miniſtry. Now ſhould the Servants 
of the Lord, who above all others, are obliged to be 
united, in the firmeſt Bonds of brotherly Love, be de- 
fective herein, much more ſhould they indulge to mu. 
tual Animoſities, and fierce Oppoſition, this would be 
a great Offence , and their Miniſtry would be blamed, 
T am ſure, there never was more reaſon for them to 
walk in love, than in this degenerate Age, wherein ſo 
manyEnemies,are ſo reſtleſs in their endeavours to divide, 
that ſo they may deſtroy them, and then rejoice in 


their ruin. But to ſay no more of this, by Love the 


Apoſtle means, hearty good will to all mankind, eſpe- 
tally to thoſe who are committed to their care and 


C 

conduct, that ſo they may ſee, they ſeek not theirs, 
but them. Love demonſtrating it ſelf in a general 
concern for the ſouls of men, labouring after the fal- 
vation of the meaneſt creature for whom Chriſt died, 
and condeſcending to inferior Offices, for their ſpiritual 
good: Love diſcovering it ſelf in a ſollicitude, — 
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ſtruct the ignorant, recover the erroneous, reform the 
wicked , encourage the good , comfort . the broken- 
hearted, and imparting all fpiritual Bleſſings to them in 
Chriſt Jeſus, praying for, and bleſſing them, in his 
Name: Love manifeſting it ſelf, in vititing the ſick, 
relieving the needy, comforting the Fatherleſs and the 
Widow, forgiving the injurious, cenſuring the obſti- 
nate, with Pity and tender Compaſſion; J fay ſo dif- 
fulve, ſincere, fervent a Love to the ſouls of men, 
would not fail of correſpondent returns of Love ; and 
where there is mutual love, there will be no great 
diſpoſition either to give, or to take Offence. 

T have now gone through the things T propoſed to 
ſpeak to, and though much more might have been ad- 
ded, and ſeveral Interences and Concluſions drawn 
from what hath been ſaid, yet (Holy Fathers and 
Brethren in our Lord Jeſus ) I ſee I have but juſt time 
to expreſs the moſt ſincere and fexvent Deſires of m 
Soul > That the Great God, the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt would be continually preſent with 
you, in the management of that great and honourable - 
Truſt which he hath committed to you: That he 
would go on to inſpire you more and more, with the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of 
Counſel and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge, and the 
ear of our Lord; That he would direct, ſupport, and 
comſort you in all your labour of love, and make you 
happy inſtruments in his own hands of turning many 
unto rightcouſneſs, whereby ye may ſhine as Stars in 
n the firmament for ever, and ever. Amen. 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invifible, the 


only Wiſe God, be honour, and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. ; | 
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ceſs, and iniinuare, like Oyl, into the affections, and 
are attended with proportionable ſucceſs : Whereas on 
the contrary , moroſeneſs, and auſterity of carriag: 
( eſpecially where affected) in men otherwiſe very 
good, raiſes prejudices againſt their Perſons, and oh. 
iiruas the good effects, of their beſt deſigns and en 
deavours. But J haſten, and ſhall beſpeak your Pati. 
ence only, whilſt I mention one Particular more, 
namely, 

5. Love unfeigned. Now ſhould I ſay, that by 
this we are to underſtand that ſincere, fervent afteior 
wherewith the Minifters of Chriſt ſhould mutuzlly 
embrace each other, I might perhaps, not come up to 
the Apoſtle's full deſign , but I think ſhould not be 
much beſide my preſent purpoſe , which is to remove 
all Blame from the Miniſtry. Now ſhould the Servants 
of the Lord, who above all others, are obliged to be 
united, in the firmeſt Bonds of brotherly Love, be de- 
fective herein, much more ſhould they indulge to mu- 
tual Animoſities, and fierce Oppoſition, this would be 
a great Offence , and their Miniſtry would be blamed, 
T am ſure, there never was more reaſon for them to 
walk in love, than in this degenerate Age, wherein ſo 


many Enemies, are ſo reſtleſs in their endeavours to divide, 


that ſo they may deſtroy them, and then rejoice in 
their ruin. But to ſay no more of this, by Love the 
Apoſtle means, hearty good will to all mankind, eſpe- 
cy to thoſe who are committed to their care and 
conduct, that ſo they may ſee, they ſeek not theirs, 
but them. Love demonſtrating it ſelf in a general 
concern for the ſouls of men, -labouring after the {al- 
vation of the meaneſt creature for whom Chriſt died, 
and condeſcending to inferior Offices, for their ſpiritual 
good: Love diſcovering it ſelf in a ſollicitude, — 1 
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on ſtruct the ignorant, recover the erroneous, reform the 


ae | wicked , encourage the good, comfort the broken- 
ry hearted, and imparting all ſpiritual Bleſſings to them in 
ob. Chriſt Jeſus, praying for, and bleſſing them, in his 
en. Name: Love manifeſting it ſelf, in vititing the ſick, 
ati. relieving the needy, comtorting the Fatlierleſs and the 
re. Widow, forgiving the injurious, cenſuring the obſti- 
ate, with Pity and tender Compaſſion; I fay fo dif- 
b fuive, ſincere, fervent a Love to the ſouls of men, 
-, W would not fail of correſpondent returns of Love; and 
where there is mutual love, there will be no great 
diſpoſition either to give, or to take Offence. 

T have now gone through the things I propoſed to 
ſpeak to, and though much more might have been ad- 
ded, and ſeveral! Interences and Concluſions drawn 
from what hath been ſaid, yet (Holy Fathers and 
Brethren in our Lord Jeſus ) I ſee I have but juſt time 
to expreſs the moſt ſincere and fervent Deſires of my 
Soul > That the Great God, the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt would be continually preſent with 
you, in the management of that great and honourable - 
Truſt which he hath commitred to you : That he 
vould go on to inſpire you more and more, with the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of 
Counſel and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge, and the 
fear of our Lord; That he would direct, ſupport, and 
comfort you in all your labour of love, and make you 
happy inſtruments in his own hands of turning many 
unto righteouſneſs, whereby ye may ſhine as Stars in 
n the firmament for ever, and ever. Amen. 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invifible, the 
only Wiſe God, be honour, and glory for ever, 
and ever. Amen. 
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